MEMORY IN AFRICA: Transcultural Dimensions
Africa Chapter of the Memory Studies Association Inaugural Conference

17-19 October 2019, Pretoria
University of Pretoria 
Hatfield campus


Thursday 17 October 2019

	Venue:   Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium



8:00 – 9:00 
Registration and Tea/Coffee

9:00 – 9:45
Opening and welcome
Conference Organisers and Presidents: Africa Chapter of the Memory Studies Association: Atabongwoung Gallous & Prof Sabine Marschall
Memory Studies Association co-president: Prof Jeffrey Olick

9:45 – 11:00 
Keynote address
Prof John Sutton: ‘Moving minds: emotion, memory, and embodied skill’ 

11:00 – 11:15
Tea/Coffee

11:15- 12:45 
Sessions 1a and 1b
	Politics, power and contestation
	
	Theological Perspectives and the Role of the Church in Transcultural Memory

	 Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium
	
	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium

	Chair: Katrin Paehler

	
	Chair: Anna-Marie de Beer

	Jonathan Fisher & Stephanie Cawood, Birmingham and University of Free State, South Africa
	Liberation Landscapes: Dynamics of Memory, Space and Power in Post-Liberation Africa
	
	Auli Vähäkangas,
University of Helsinki, Finland
	In Search of Transcultural Theological Approaches to Death and Dying
	

	Samuel Fikreselasie Birue, Goethe University of Frankfurt, Germany
	Contested and Transnational Memories of Haile Selassie I
	
	Mika Vähäkangas, 
Lund University, Sweden (presented by
Auli Vähäkangas)
	Kimbanguist Annulling of the Curse of Ham as Subversive Memory Management


	Theodoros Pelekanidis, Humbodlt University of Berlin, Germany &
Gabriel Asuquo, University of Lago, Nigeria
	Construction of Memory and the Biafra War
	
	Ntobeko Dlamini,
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	Queer Clergy Resisting Victimhood: Ministry Beyond Trauma and Rejection




12:45-13-45 
Lunch (Adlers restaurant)

13:45- 15:15 
Parallel sessions 2A and 2B

	Transcultural perspectives on memory in South Africa
	
	Memory and Identity

	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium
	
	Venue: Graduate Centre, Auditorium

	Chair: Chekwube Anyaegbunam

	
	Chair: Auli Vähäkangas

	Katrin Antweiler,
University of Giessen,
Germany
	Memory of the Holocaust in South Africa between Local Concerns and Global Demands
	
	Femi Emmanuel Oni,
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	Scholastic Review of Food, Memory and Identity: Classical Migrants’ Experience
	

	Katrin Paehler, Illinois State University, Normal, IL, USA
	The District Six Museum in Cape Town, South Africa: A Three-Dimensional Yizkor Book?
	
	Efuetbejah Atemnkeng (Shelly), Nojang Melvis Nkolaka & Atabongwoung Gallous,
Ohio State University, Columbus Ohio, USA
	Memory, Inequality and Poverty: the Case of the Anglophone Collective of Cameroon

	Gary Baines, Rhodes University, South –Africa
	Remembering War by way of Reconciliation: The Return of SADF Veterans to Angola

	
	Timnet Gedar, University of Michigan, USA
	Memory Entrepreneurs and Nationalist Narratives: The After-Life of an Eritrean Freedom Fighter





15:15- 15:30
Tea/Coffee

15:30 – 17:30 

	Plenary session in conjunction with the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre (open to the public) 

	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium

	
Opening address: Prof Sandy Africa
                                Deputy-Dean: Teaching and Learning
Faculty of Humanities, Pretoria University


	Tali Nates &
Mduduzi Ntuli
	The Presence of the Past: Creating a new Holocaust and Genocide Centre in post-Apartheid South Africa

	

	Question and Answer
Discussion
Chair: Jenny Wüstenberg, Memory Studies Association co-president

	

	Viewing of photographic exhibition in the Functions Hall
	





17:45
Historical Campus Walk
Reception 


Friday 18 October 2019

	Venue:  Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium



8:00-9:00
Registration – Tea/Coffee

9:00 – 10:30
Keynote address
Prof Sifiso Mxolisi Ndlovu: ‘Reclaiming the Ancestral Memory of Rolihlahla Dalibhunga Nelson Mandela’ 

10:30 – 10:45
Tea/Coffee


10:45- 12:45 
Sessions 3
	Memory and Literature

	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium

	Chair: Theodoros Pelekanidis 


	Hanna Teichler,
Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany
	In-Between Worlds and Across Currents. Negotiating Transcultural Histories and Identities in Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor’s Dust (2015) and M.G. Vassanji’s The In-between World of Vikram Lall (2003)
	

	Chekwube Augustina ANYAEGBUNAM, Goethe Universität, Frankfurt, Germany
	Africa and World War II: On Identity Transformations, Memory Politics, and Ageing Through Trauma in Biyi Bandele’s Burma Boy

	Oliver Nyambi & Sabelo Makhanya University of the Free State
	Alternative Iconographies in post-2000 Zimbabwe: Re-centering Unconventional Memories in Edgar Tekere’s Memoir A Lifetime of Struggle

	Karen Ferreira-Meyers, 
University of Eswatini
	Traces of Ebola in African literature




12:45-13-45 
Lunch (Adlers restaurant)







13:45- 15:15 
Sessions 4A and 4B

	Memory in South Africa – local perspectives
	
	Conceptual and methodological perspectives on memory


	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium
	
	Venue: Graduate Centre, Auditorium

	Chair: Gary Baines

	
	Chair: Matthias Schulze

	Mphumeleli Ngidi, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	Sorrowful Goodbyes to Our Home: Reminiscences and Nostalgia of Forced Removals in Mkhumbane, Durban, in the 1950s
	
	Jenny Wüstenberg, 
Nottingham Trent University, UK

	Memory Activism: Laying the Groundwork for a New Field

	

	Nokuthula Cele,
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	Sea of Memories:  The Predicament of Transformative Fishing Policies among Small-scale Fishers in  Case Studies from KwaZulu-Natal
	
	Gracia Makiwane, Philippe Denis, Vaughn John and Zamo Hlela,
Sinomlando Centre and University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	River of Life: a Methodology for Memory Studies and Memory Work in Africa

	Khanyile Joseph Mlotshwa, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	African Diaspora Community in Johannesburg and the Memory of the African Struggle
	
	Seife Tadelle Kidane,
University of Pretoria
	Archives and Collective Memories: Searching for African Renaissance in the Pan-African Imaginary




15:15- 15:30
Tea/Coffee


15:30 – 17:00
Sessions 5A and 5B
	Memory in post-genocide Rwanda
	
	Memory culture in Southern Africa

	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium
	
	Venue: Graduate Centre, Auditorium

	Chair: Stephanie Wolfe
	
	Chair: Femi Emmanuel Oni


	Adebayo Sakiru, 
University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa
	Prosthetic Memories? Rwanda and the African Transnational Memory Imperative
	
	Matthias Fritz José Schulze, University of Tübingen, Germany
	Namibia, North Korea and the New Nation. Memory Culture at the Intersection of Power, Privilege and Politics
	

	Stephanie Wolfe & Anna Maria De Beer,     Weber State University, Ogden, UT, USA and University of Pretoria
	Memory and memorials in post-genocide Rwanda
	
	Kim Stefan Groop,
Åbo Akademi University, Finland
	Remembering Ondonga kings


	Anna Maria De Beer, University of Pretoria,
South Africa
	Memory and transnational narrative in post-genocide Rwanda
	
	Nontsasa Nako,
Nelson Mandela University, South Africa
	(Not) Cast in Stone: Gendering Post-TRC heritage and commemoration in South Africa




17:00 - General Meeting of the Africa Chapter of the MSA
Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium
Chair: Atabongwoung Gallous & Sabine Marschall 

19:30 – Conference dinner
Venue: Conference centre, Functions venue


Saturday 19 October 2019

8:00-9:00
Registration – Tea/Coffee

9:00 – 10:30
[bookmark: _GoBack]Session 6

	Memory, Genocide and Reconciliation 

	Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium

	Chair: Nokuthula Cele	
 

	Philippe Denis, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
	Battle for memory. The representations of the genocide against the Tutsi in the DRC refugee camps between 1994 and 1996

	Atabongwoung Gallous, University of Pretoria
	Rwanda: memory of genocide and transformation

	Mphathisi Ndlovu (absent) & Lungile Augustine Tshuma, University of Pretoria 
	On the Media and Gukurahundi Postmemories: Perspectives of University Students in Bulawayo on the Documentary Gukurahundi – 36 years later



10:30 – 11:00
Tea Break

11:00 – 12:15 
Roundtable discussion (Keynote speakers and MSA presidents)
Venue: Conference Centre, Sanlam Auditorium

12:15 – Closure, Vote of thanks and Lunch
3

